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State of Florida - 1977

By -

01299

Senator Ware-A bill to be entitled
An act. relating to motor vehicle licenses;
amending s. 320.01 (1) (b), Florida Statutes,
1976 Supplement, increasing the allowable body
length of certain recreational vehicles;
defining "fifth wheel recreation trailer" and
including such trailer within the definition of
motor vehicles; providing an effective date.
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lO[Be It. Enacted by the Legislature of the St.ate of Florida:
11
12

Sect.ion 1.

Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of sect.ion

13[320.01, Florida Statutes, 1976 Supplement, is amended to read:
14

320.01

Definitions, general.--In construing these

15[Statutes, when applied to motor vehicles, and when the cont.ext
�[permits, the word, phrase, or term:
17

(1)

"Motor vehicle" includes:

18

(b)

Recreational vehicle-type units primarily designed

19[as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or
Wit.ravel use, which either have their own motive power or are
�[mounted on or drawn by another vehicle. As defined below, the
n[basic entities are:
23

1.

"Travel trailer:" A vehicular portable unit,

Mlmounted on wheels, of such a size or weight. as not. to require
�[special highway movement permits when drawn by a motorized
�[vehicle. It is primarily designed and constructed to provide
-

27 temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel
� use. It is of a body width of no more than 8 feet and a body
29 length of no more than ]2_ i>.! feet when factory-equipped for
30 It.he road.
31
l
CODlMC: Wouls in�� ty.p,e are .ieletion!. from rxi,ting low; words _und_'-'._tl_j__ fJf_d_are additions.

18-1565-7

2.

"Camping trailer:" A vehicular portable unit

2lmounted on wheels and constructed with collapsible partial

3lsidewalls which fold for towing by another vehicle and unfold
4lat the campsite to provide temporary living quarters for
5\recreational, camping, or travel use.
3.

"Truck camper:" A portable unit, designed to be

loaded onto, or affixed to, the bed or chassis of a truck,

constructed to provide temporary living quarters for

9 I recreational, camping, or travel use. Truck campers are

10\portable units designed to be affixed to a truck chassis and
11\constructed to provide temporary living quarters for

12lrecreational, travel,_ or camping use.
13

4.

"Motor home:" A vehicular unit built on a self-

14lpropelled motor vehicle chassis, primarily designed to provide

15\temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel
161use.

17

5.

"Fifth wheel recreation trailer:"

A vehicular

Rloortable unit mounted on wheels of such size or weiqht as not
19\to require special highway movement permits and primarilv

Wldesigned and constructed to provide temporary livinq quarters
�!for recreation, camping or travel use and desiqned to be

nlconnected for towinq through the use of a fifth wheel device.
nlrt is of a length and width not exceeding the limitations
�1£rovided in s. 316.196.
n

26
27

28

29

30

***************************** ************
SENATE SUMMARY

Redefines "travel trailer" to increase the allowable body
length from 32 feet to 35 feet. Defines "fifth wheel
recreation trailer" and includes such trailer within the
definition of motor vehicle in chapter 320.

31
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Florida House of Representatives - 1977
By Representative

HB 651

Mann

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to motor vehicle licenses1
amending s. J20.0l(l)(b), Florida Statutes,
1976 Supplement, increasing the allowable body
length of certain recreational vehicles:
providing an effective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
10
11
12

Section l.

Paragraph (b) of subsection 11) of section

320.0l, Florida Statutes, 1976 Supplement, is amended to read:
320.0l

Definitions, general.--In construing these

13

statutes, when applied to motor vehicles, and when the context

14

permits, the word, phrase, or term:

15

(l)

"Motor vehicle" includes:

(b)

Recreational vehicle-type units primarily designed

.c:

16

..,
0

17

as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or

IJ)
"'
Q)

18

travel use, which either have their own motive power or are
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19

mounted on or drawn by another vehicle. As defined below, the

20

basic entities are:

21

l.

"Travel trailer:" A vehicular portable unit,

22

mounted on wheels, of such a size or weight as not to require

23

....

special highway movement permits when drawn by a motorized

24

vehicle. It is primarily designed and constructed to provide

.c: "''"'

25

temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel

2l

use. It is of a body width of no more than 8 feet and a body
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271 length of no more than 35 �i feet when factory-equipped for

:1

the road.

3

mounted on wheels and constructed with collapsible partial

310 I

sidewalls which fold for towing by another vehicle and unfold

2.

"Camping trailer:" A vehicular portable unit

CODIHG: Words in�� typ• or• d•letions from 4e.:isting low; words undcrlin�d.ou• additions.
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at the campsite to provide temporary living quarters for
recreational, camping, or travel use.
3.

"Truck camper:• A portable unit, designed to be

41 loaded onto, or affixed to, the bed or chassis of a truck,
constructed to provide temporary living quarters for

2.15/11
2.15/132.15/14

2.15/15

61 recreational, camping, or travel use. Truck campers are
portable units designed to be affixed to a truck chassis and

2.15/16

constructed to provide temporary living quarters for

2.15/17

recreational, travel, or camping use.
4.

10

"Motor home:• A vehicular unit built on a self-

2.15/19

111 propelled motor vehicle chassis, primarily designed to provide 12.15/20
121 temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel 12.15/21
13 I use.
14
15
16

Section 2.

This act shall take effect July 1, 1977.

*****************************************

17

HOUSE SUMMARY

18

Redefines "travel trailer• to increase the allowable body
length to 35 feet.

19
20
21
22
23
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25
26
27
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FLORIDA STATUTES/LAWS OF FLORIDA COMPARISON:
- Law/notes Statute F.S. 1987

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSES

1320.01 Definitions, general.-As used in the Florida
Statutes. except as otherwise provided, the term:

..

( 1) ''Motor vehicle" means:

•

0

'

(b) A recreational vehicle-type unit primarily designed as temporary living quarters for recreational,
camping. or travel use. which either has its own motive
power or is mounted on· or drawn by another vehicle.
Recreational vehicle-type units. when traveling on the
public roadways of this state, must comply with the
length and width provisions of s. 316.515, as that section
may hereafter be amended. As defined below, the basic
entities are:
1. The "travel trailer." including a "fifth-wheel travel
trailer." which is a vehicular portable unit, mounted on
wheels. of such a size or weight as not to require special
highway movement permits when drawn by a motorized
vehicle. It is primarily designed and constructed to pro
vide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping,
or travel use. It has a body width of no more than 8 1/2 feet
and an overall body length of no more than 40 feet when
factory-equipped for the road.
0
(:!
tO

F.S.

320.01(1)(b)l /1987

page
(FIA comp ilation)

Laws of Florida, Chapter 85-243, Section 4 (in Vol. 9, pp. 6-7,
West's Florida Session
� Law Service)
S�ction 4.

Paragraph (b) of subsection (l).of s�ction

320.01, Florida Statutes, 1984 Supplement, is amended to read:
310.01

Definitions, general.--As used in th� rl�rida

Statutes, except as otherwise provided, the term:
( l)

(b)

A recreatio n al vehiile-type u n it primaiily

design ed as temporary living quarters for recreatio n al,
camping, or travel use, which either has its ovn motive pover
or is mounted on or drawn by a nother vehicle.

RecreatiQn al

vehicle-type units, vt.en traveli ng on the public roadways of
this state, must comply vith the length and vidth provisio ns
of s. 316.515, as that section may hereafter be amended.

As

defined below, the basic entities are:
1.

The •travel trailer,•· including "fifth-vheel travel

traiJer,• vhich is a vehicular portable unit, mou�ted on
vheels, of such a size or

veight

�s not to require special

highway movement permits vhen dravn by a motorized vehicle.
It is primarily designed and constructed to provide temporary
living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use.

It

has a body width of no more than 8 ill feet and an overall�
body length of no more than !Q 35 feet vhen factory-equipped
Hlato,y.-ss. 1, 6. ch 7275, 1917: s. 1, ch. 7737, 1918: RGS 1006. 1011, ss. 2, 5,
ch 8410. 1921. s. 2. ch. 3156. 1923: s. 1, ch. 9157, 1923: ss. 1. 3. ch. 10182, 1925:
CGL 1200, 1285. 1677: s 3, ch. 15625, 1931: s 3, ch. 16085. 1933: s. 1, ch. 20743,
1941. s 1, ch. 20911. 1941. s. 1. ch. 26923, 1951: s. 1, ch. 59-351: s. 1. ch. 65-61:
s. 1, ch 65-446. ss. 23, 24. 35, ch. 69-106: s. 1, ch. 70-215, s. 1, ch 70-391: s. 93,
ch 71-377: s. 1. ch. 72-339: s. 1, ch. 73-284, s. 2, ch 74-243. s. 3, ch. 75-66: s.
2, ch 76-135: s. 4, ch. 76-286: s. 1, ch. 77-100: s 1, ch. 77-357: s. 1, ch. 78-221:
s. 125, ch. 79-400: s. 12, ch 81-151: S. 22, ch. 82-134: S. 3, Ch 83-188: s 23, ch.
83-215: s. 1, ch. 83-318: s 1, ch 84-182: s. 7, ch. 84-260: s. 5, ch. 85-155: s. 43,
ch
85-180: s. 10, ch 85-309: s. 4, ch. 85-343: s. 11, ch. 8&-243: •. 11, Ch. 87-161:
I
s 20, ch. 87-198,_ s. 5. ch. 87-225.

for the road.

However,-a"y-fifth-whee¼-trave¼-tr�i¼er-m�st

eoffip¼y-with-the-iength-a"d-width-provisions-of-s.-3¼�.5¼5,-a�
that-seetio"-ffiay-hereafter-be-811\e"ded.
0

0

GENERAL ACTS
RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS
ADOPTED BY THE

EIGHTH LEGISLATURE OF FLORIDA
UNDER THE CONSTITUTION
AS REVISED IN 1968
During the First Regular Session
April 5, 1983 through June 13, 1983
and the Special Sessions
March 1, 1983 through March 3, 1983
June 15, 1983 through June 24, 1983
July 12, 1983 through July 13, 1983

Volume I, Part Two
Published by Authority of Law
Under Direction of the
JOINT LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
TALLAHASSEE
1983
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LAWS OF FLORIDA

CHAPTER 83-318

CHAPTER 83-318
Senate Bill No. 14-B

An act relating to mot or vehicles and mobile homes; ame nding
•· 320.01, Florida Statutes, 1982 Supplement; providing
definitions; amending s. 320.0105, Florida Statutes;
providing legislative intent; amending
s.
320.011,
Florida
Statutes; providing for adoption of rules;
providing for administration and enforcement of chapter
by the Department of Highway Safety and Mo tor Vehicles;
amending
s.
320.02,
Florida
Statutes;
modifying
requirements for registration of motor vehicles; amending
•· 320.025, Florida Statutes; providing for registr ation
under
fictitious name; amending s. 320.03, Florida
Statutes, 1982 Supplement; specifying the tax collector
as agent of the department; specifying duties of tax
collectors; amending s. 320.031,
Florida
Statutes;
providing
for delivery of license plates by mail;
providing for m ail service charge; amending s. 320.04,
Florida Statutes, 1982 Supplement; providing service
charges for registration-related transact ions; amending
■. 320.05, Florida Statutes, 1982 Supplement; modifying
record keeping requirements;
p roviding
for
public
inspection of registrat ion records; creating s. 320.055,
Florida Statutes; specifying registration and renewal
periods;
modifying registration period fo r vehicles
bearing dealer license plates and
certain
trucks;
amending s. 320.06, Florida S tatutes; providing for
issuance of lice nse plates and v alidation stickers;
providing
renewal
procedu res;
providing
a
reflectorization fee; creating s. 320.0605,
Florida
Statutes; requirin g that the registration cer tificate be
in possession of the
vehicle
operator;
providing
exceptions;
creat ing s. 320.0607, Florida Statutes;
providing procedures for replacement of lo st or damaged
license plates; authorizing depa rtme nt license inspecto rs
to inspect license plates for proper display and to
require
replacement
thereof;
creating s. 320.0609,
Florida Statutes; providing procedure s, requirements, a nd
fees for the tr ansfer or exchange of license plates;
amending s. 320.061, Florida
Statutes;
prohibiting
alteration of license plates, mobile home sticke rs, or
validation stickers; providing penalties; amending s.
320.065, Flo rida Statut es, 19_82 Suppleme nt; providing for
cer tain
tr ailers
a nd
indefinite
registration
of
semitrailers; specifying that par t of the annual fee
constitutes a service charge; cr eating s. 320.0655,
Florida Statutes; providing for permanent license plates
for governmental entitie s and volunteer fire departme nts;
amending s. 320.07, Florida Statutes, 1982 Supplement;
requiring annual renewal of regist ration; creating s.
320.0705, Florida Statut es; providing for semiannual
registration of certain vehicle s ; amending s . 320.071,
Florida
Statut es;
providing procedures for advance
registration; inc reasing service ch arges; ame nding s.
320.08,
Flo rid a Statutes, 1982 Supplement, as amended by
•· 52 of chap ter 83-3, Laws of Florida; specifyi ng
license taxe s for vehicles subject to regist rat ion;
amending s. 320.0803,
Florida
Statutes;
providi ng
Procedures for the issuance of moped license plates;
1951

CHAPTER 83-318

LAWS OF FLORIDA
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statutes; prohibiting possession of vehicles from which
the identification number has been removed; amending s.
320.37,
Florida Statutes; providing exemptions from
registration requirements for
certain
nonresidents;
creating s. 320.371, Florida Statutes; providing that the
requirements of registration and display of license
number plates shall not apply to new automobiles or
trucks whose equitable or legal title is vested in a
manufacturer, distributor, importer, or exporter and
which vehicles are in the custody of a vehicle servicing,
processing, and handling agency; requiring such agency to
display its name and address on a temporary sign on the
vehicle; amending s. 320.38, Florida Statutes, 1982
Supplement; providing conditions under which nonresidents
are required to register their vehicles in the state;
amending s. 320.39, Florida Statutes, 1982 Supplement;
authorizing reciprocal agreements; amending s. 320.51,
Florida Statutes; exempting farm tractors and
farm
trailers from registration requirements; amending s.
320.57, Florida Statutes;
providing
penalties
for
violation of provisions of the chapter; amending s.
320.58, Florida Statutes; authorizing the appointment of
license
inspectors;
providing
powers
and duties;
repealing s. 320.0611, Florida Statutes, relating to
replacement of lost, stolen or defaced license plates;
repealing s. 320.062, Florida Statutes, relating to
requirement that certain vehicles be equipped with safety
glass prior to registration; repealing s. 320.0835,
Florida Statutes, relating to special license plates for
citizens' band radio operators; repealing s. 320.088,
Florida Statutes, relating to certification requirements
for motorcycles manufactures; repealing s. 320.0987,
Florida Statutes, relating to front designation license
plates for certain
emergency
service
professions;
repealing
s. 320.09, Florida Statutes, relating to
additional seating capacity fees for certain vehicles;
repealing s. 320.16, Florida Statutes, relating to tax on
for-hire vehicles in interstate commerce collected in the
form of a registration fee; repealing s. 320.24, Florida
Statutes, relating to prohibition against license taxes
imposed by counties or municipalities; repealing s.
320.25, Florida Statutes, relating to obtaining a license
plate by false representations; repealing s. 320.351,
Florida Statutes, relating to compliance with motor
vehicle noise limits as a prerequisite to registration;
repealing s. 320.36, Florida Statutes, relating
to
registration of for-hire yehicles; repealing s. 320.694,
Florida Statutes, relating to the advisory council of
motor vehicle dealers; providing for the review and
repeal of ss. 320.0841 and 320.10 Florida Statutes, in
accordance with the Regulatory Sunset Act; providing an
effective date.

providing for limited applicability of the chapter to
mopeds; amending s. 320.0805, Florida Statutes, 1982
Supplement; providing for issuance
of
personalized
prestige
license
plates;
providing procedures for
transfer of such plates; creating s. 320.0807, Florida
Statutes; providing for issuance of special license
plates for the Governor and legislators; amending s.
320.081, Florida Statutes; providing for collection and
distribution of mobile home license tax revenue; amending
s. 320.0815,
Florida Statutes; providing procedures and
criteria for the
taxation
of
mobile
homes
and
recreational
vehicles;
increasing
service charges;
amending s. 320.083, Florida Statutes; providing for
issuance of special license plates to amateur radio
operators and citizens' band radio operators; amending s.
320.084, Florida Statutes; providing for issuance of free
license plates to certain disabled veterans; amending s.
320.0841, Florida Statutes; providing for issuance of
free license plates to Miccosukee and Seminole Indian
Tribes; amending s. 320.0842, Florida Statutes; providing
for issuance of free license plates to veterans confined
to wheelchairs;
amending s. 320.0843, Florida Statutes;
providing for special license plates for wheelchair
users; amending s. 320.0848, Florida Statutes; providing
for issuance of parking permits to certain handicapped
persons;
amending
s.
320.0806,
Florida Statutes;
clarifying language for ancient motor vehicle license
plates; amending s. 320.087, Florida Statutes; providing
for apportioned taxation of intercity buses used in
interstate
commerce;
amending
s. 320.089, Florida
Statutes, 1982 Supplement; providing for special license
plates for members of the National Guard, active Armed
Forces reservists, and ex-prisoners of war; amending s.
320.10, Florida Statutes, 1982 Supplement; providing
exemptions from license tax; amending s. 320.13,
Florida
Statutes;
providing
for dealer license plates and
alternative method of registration; amending s. 320.131,
Florida Statutes,
1982 Supplement; providing for the
design, sale, use, and regulation of temporary tags by
department; specifying the cost of such tags; specifying
the period during which such tags are valid; increasing
service charges; amending s. 320.14, Florida Statutes;
providing procedures for fractional
license
taxes;
amending s. 320.15, Florida Statutes; providing for
refund of license taxes under
certain
conditions;
amending s. 320.17, Florida Statutes; authorizing the
department to classify vehicles and assess license taxes
on such vehicles; amending s. 320.18, Florida Statutes;
authorizing the department to withhold the registration
of a vehicle; amending s. 320.19, Florida Statutes;
providing for creation and enforcement of a lien for
unpaid
license
taxes; amending s. 320.20, Florida
Statutes, as amended by s. 53 of chapter 83-3, Laws of
Florida; providing for the distribution of license tax
revenue; amending s. 320.23, Florida Statutes; declaring
that license taxes are compensatory; amending s. 320.26,
Florida Statutes; prohibiting certain acts in conjunction
with license plates and validation stickers; 'providing
penalties; amending s.
320.261,
Florida
Statutes;
prohibiting attachment of an unassigned license plate;
providing penalties;
amending
s.
320.33,
Florida

le It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1.

Section

&aended to read:

320.01

Definitions,

320.01, Florida Statutes, 1982 Supplement, is
general.--As

Ucept as otherwise provided:

1953

1952

'

used

in the Florida Statutes,

CHAPTER 83-318
(1)

LAWS OF FLORIDA

"Motor vehicle" means:

CHAPTER 83-319

(a) An automobile, motorcycle, 111eter truck, trailer, semitrailer
truck-tractor and semitrailer traeter-traiier combination, or ani
other vehicle operated on the roads ever the ptteiie etreets a�t
hi�hwaye of this state and used to transport ae a 111eafte •f
trafteperti"� persons or property ever the ptteiie etreete afte hi�hway1
and propelled by power other than muscular power, but the term doe,
not include traction engines, road rollers, such vehicles as run only
upon a track, bicycles, or mopeds as defined in s. 316.003(2).

----

OL'!'.TER- 83-318
-

LAWS OF FLORIDA

CHAPTER 83-318

(iistance includes expandable rooms, drawbars, couplings, and hitches
but excludes bay windows, porches, wall and roof extensions, or other
i[ta chments that do not enclose interior space.

e££ieere afta ptteiie effieiaie
fit n�eeai atttheritieen_ 111eafte aii
itiee ef thie etat�
111ttftieipai
afte
eettfttiee
eeverai
e
th
ef
means
any
person,
firm,
corporation, or
illf4t "Owner"
a ■so ciation controlling any motor vehicle or mobile home by right of
purchase, gift, lease, or otherwise.

(b) A
recreational vehicle-type unit primarily designed 11
temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use,
which either has its own motive power or is mounted on or drawn by
another vehicle. As defined below, the basic entities are:

t5t nshattffettrn 111eafte afty pereeft eperatift� afty 111eter vehieie ae
u e111pieyee ef the ewfter thereef; hewever; the tePIII Dehattffettr D aeee
••' appiy tea pereeft tte!:ft• a 111eter-ariveft vehieie ae aft !:fteieeftt te
lli• e111pie)'llleftt !:ft ee111e ether eapaeity�

1. The "travel trailer," which is a vehicular portable unit
mounted on wheels, of such a size or weight as not to require speciai
highway movement permits when drawn by a motorized vehicle. It 11
primarily designed and constructed to provide temporary living
quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use. It has a body
width of no more than 8 feet and a body length of no more than JS
feet when factory-equipped for the road. However, any fifth-wheel
travel trailer shall comply with the length and width provisions c!
s. 316.515, as that section may hereafter be amended.

illt�t "Semitrailer" means any vehicle without motive power
de1igned to be coupled to or drawn by a motor vehicle and constructed
.o that some part of its weight and that of its load rests upon or is
carried by another vehicle.

2. The "camping trailer," which is a vehicular portable unit
mounted on wheels and constructed with collapsible partial sidewall■
which fold for towing by another vehicle and unfold at the campsite
to provide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or
travel use.
3. The "truck camper," which is a truck equipped with a portable
unit; designed to be loaded onto, or affixed to, the bed or chass11
of the a truck and; constructed to provide temporary living quart:ecs
for recreational�amping, or travel use.
4. The "motor home," which is a vehicular unit which does net
exceed the length and width limitations provided in s. 316.515, ,1
built on a self-propelled motor vehicle chassis, and is primari!y
designed to provide temporary living quarters for recreational.
camping, or travel use.
5� �he nfifth-wheei reereatieft traiier;n whieh ia a vehie�••r
pertaeie ttft!:t 111ettfttee eft wheeie ef etteh aiee er wei�ht ae ftet ••
re'!l:!ire epeeiai hi�hway 111eve111eftt per111ite� it ie pri111ariiy ees•��••
afte eeftetrttetee te previee te111perary iivift� '!1:!artere £er reereatte"'
ea111p!:ft�; er travei ttee afte ees!:�ftee te ee eeftfteetee fer tew•"'
thre��h the ttse ef a fifth-wheei eevie� ite ieft�th afte wieth ee �••
eMeeee the ii111itatiefte previeea !:ft e� 3i6�5i5; ae the ea111e 111a y ;,,
hereafter a111efteea�
(2)
"Mobile home" means a structure, transportable in one or==••
sections, which is 8 body feet or more in width and which is built:=�
an integral chassis and designed to be used as a dwellin g .,�ec.
connected to the required utilities and includes the plumb1�;
heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained there,�
For tax purposes, the length of a mobile home is the distance :�
the exterior of the wall nearest to the drawbar and cou�8
mechanism to the exterior of the wall at the opposite end of the 8
where such walls enclose living or other interior spa�
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1!lf6t "Trailer" means any vehicle without motive power designed
constructed so that
to be coupled to or drawn by a motor vehicle andrests
upon the towing
DO part of its weight or that of its load
vehicle.

fBt nseiia tiren 111eafte afty tire ef afty 111ateriai er etteetaftee
vateh eeee ftet eepefte ttpe" eeftfiftee air £er the ettppert ef the ieae;
eaeept aft airiess ettsh!:eft tir�
t9 t npftett111atie tiren �eafte
wllteh is !:ftfiatee with ai�

afty tire 111aee ef rtteeer sfte faerie;

illtiet "Net weight" � ehaii ee eeftstrttea te ee the actual
ecale weight .!£.....P_Ounds with complete catalog equipment.
illfiit "Gross weight" � ehaH
weight of a motor vehicle in pounds plus
carried by it.

ee eeftstrttee te ee the net
the weight of the load

ffifiilt "cwt" � ehaii ee ttfteersteee te refer te the weight
per hundred pounds, or major fraction thereof, of a motor vehicle.
means
any motor vehicle designed or used
ill fi3t "Truck"
principally for the carriage of goods earryi"• thift�e ether thaft
,eaaeft•ere and includes a motor vehicle to which has been added a
Cabinet box, a platform, a rack, or other equipment for the purpose
of carrying goods 111erehafteiee other than the personal pereeft er
effects of the passengers.
1.!Q.lfi4t "Truck-tractor" means a motor vehicle which has four or
acre wheels and is designed and equipped with a fifth wheel for the
Primary purpose of drawing a semitrailer that is attached or coupled
tllareto by means of such fifth wheel and which has no provision for
carrying loads independently.
illlfi5t "Gross vehicle weight" !!6VW!! means the gross vehicle
Vei 9ht of a truck-tractor and semitrailer combination, and whieh is
Calculated by adding to the net weight of the truck-tractor the gross
¥eight of the semitrailer, which is the maximum gross· weight as
declared by the owner or person applying for registration; such
1955
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HOUSE BILL ACTIONS REPORT
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SIGNED BY OFFICERS AND PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 77-433

H 0651 GENERAL BILL BY MANN AND OTHERS (SIMILAR S 1299)
MOTOP VEHICLE LICENSES; INCRFASES ALLOWABLE BODY LENGTH OF CERTAIN
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES; DEFINES •FIFTH WHEEL RECREATION TRAILER• &
INCLUDES SUCH TRAILER IN DEFINITION OF MOTOR VEHICLES. AMENDS 320.0l.
EFF�CTIVE DATE: 07/01/77.
03/02/77 HOUSE PREFILED, REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION
04/05/77 HOUSE INTPODUCEO, REFERRED TO TRANSPORTAT'ON -HJ 00085
04/21/77 HOUSE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE WITH AMEND. , PLACED ON CALENDAR
BY TRANSPORTATION -HJ 00339
05/02/77 HOUSE READ SECOND TIME; AMENDMENTS ADOPTED -HJ 00409
0 5/04/77 HOUSE READ THIRD TIME; PASSED AS AMENDED; YEAS 107 NAYS
6
-HJ 00421
05/11/77 SENATE RECEIVED, REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION -SJ 00369
05/11/71 SENATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
TRANSPORTATION -SJ 00428
0
05/31/77 SENATE SUB5TITUTEO FOR S 1299; PASSED; YEAS 32 NAYS
-SJ 00638
06/01/77 HOUSE SIGNED BY OFFICERS ANO PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO. 77-180
06/10/17
H 0652 GENERAL BILL BY LOCKWARD
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION; EXTENDS FILING DATE FOR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION CLAIMS
FOR PERSONS ILL OR OUT OF STATE DURING FILING PERIOD; CONFORMS
PROVISIONS RE PROCEDURES FOR APPROVAL OR REFUSAL OF CLAIMS. AMENDS
1�6.131 EFFECTIVE DATE: 10/01/77.
03/02/77 HOUSE PREFILED, REFERRED TO FINANCE AND TAXATION,
APPROPRIATIONS
04/05/77 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERREn TO FINANCE &NO TAXATION,
APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00085
06/03/77 HOUSE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON FINANCE ANO TAXATION
H 0653 GENERAL 8ILL BT HASEN
RELIEF/BURTON & M. A. HOLMES; PROVIDES FUNDS TO COMPENSATE THEM FOR LOSS
OF THEIR DAUGHTER DUE TO ACTS & OMISSIONS BY THE NATURAL RESOURCES DEPT.
C LA IM W ITH APPROPRIATION: Sl50,000. EFFECTIVE DA TE: 07/01/77.
03/02/77 HOUSE PREFILED, REFERRED TO CLAIMS
04/05/77 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO CLAIMS -HJ 00085
06/03/77 HOUSE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS
H 0654 GENERAL BILL BY CRAIG IICENTICAL S 11891
PPOP�RTY ASSESSMENT; PROV IDES THAT ASSESSMENTS ENTERED ON TAX ROLLS ON
12/31/76 BE CONCLUSIVELY DEEMED JUST VALUATION & SHALL NOT BE CHANGED
EXCEPT UNDER SPECIFIED CIRCUMSTANCES. AMENDS 193.0ll. EFFECTIVE DATE:
UPON BECOMING LAW.
Q3/02/77 HOUSE PREFILED, REFERRED TO FINANCE AND TAXATION
04/05/77 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO FINANCE AND TAXATION -HJ 00085
06/03/77 HOUSE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND TAXATION

H 0655 GENERAL BILL BY CRAIG ANO OTHERS (COMPARE H 0616, H 1521, H 2058,
S 0650, S 1088, S 1194, S 1303, S 1442, ENG/H 22801
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT; PROVIDES LEGIS. INTENT RE FINANCING EDUCATION;
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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LIMITS DIST. SCHOOL TAX TO 4 MILLS; INCREASES SALES TAX TO 5t; IMPOSES
SALES TAX ON CERTAIN PROFESS IONAL SERVICES; ELIMINATES DEALER'S
COLLECTION ALLOWANCE ON SALES, FUELS, CIGARETTES & ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.
AMENDS F.S. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/77.
03/02/77 HOUSE PREFILED, REFERRED TO FINANCE ANO TAXATION,
APPROPRIATIONS
04/05/77 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO FINANCE AND TAXATION,
APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00085
06/03/77 HOUSE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON FINANCE ANO TAXATION
H 0656 GENERAL 8[LL BY MOORE, T.
LEGISLATURE; PROVIDES FOR CREATION, POWERS & DUTIES OF COMMITTEE ON
COMMITTEES IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES & PROCEDURE FOR ELECTION OF
MEMBERSHIP & CHAIRMAN THEREOF; PROVIDES FOR PROPOR TIONAL REPRESENTATION
� POLITICAL PARTIES ON COMMITTEES IN HOUSE. AMENDS 11.141.
EFFECTIVE DATE: UPON BECOMING LAW.
03/02/77 HOUSE PREFILED, REFERRED TO RULES ANO CALENDAR,
APPROPRIATIONS
04/05/77 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO RULES AND CALENDAR,
APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00085
06/03/77 HOUSE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON RULES AND CALENDAR
H 0657 GENERAL BILL BY NEAL
ARTESIAN WELLS; PROVIDES THAT WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARDS
MAINTAIN INVENTORY OF ARTESIAN WELLS; PROVIDES FOR NOTIFICATION OF
PERSONS IN CONTROL OF ARTESIAN WELLS AS TO THEIR DUTY; PROVIDES FOR
TESTING FOR INTERAQUIFER MIXING & FOR COMPREHENSIVE PLANS. CREATES
373.207. EFFECTIVE DATE: UPON BECOMING LAW.
03/02/77 HOUSE PREFILED, REFERRED TO NATURAL RESOURCES,
APPROPRIATIONS
04/05/77 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO NATURAL RESOURCES,
APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00085
05/02/77 HOUSE WITHDRAW� FROM NATURAL RESOURCES, APPROPRIATIONS;
WITHDRAWN FPOM FURTHER CONSIDERATION -HJ 00399
H 0658 GENERAL BILL- BY NEAL
APTESIAN WELLS; PROVIDES THAT GOVERNING BOARDS OF WATER MANAGEMENT
DISTRICTS DETERMINE USABILITY OF WATER SUPPLY & PROVIDE SPECIFICATIONS
FOR WELL PLUGGING. AMENDS 373.206. EFFECTIVE DATE: 01/01/78.
03/02/77 HOUSE PPEFILED, REFERRED TD NATURAL RESOURCES,
APPROPRIATIONS
04/05/77 HOUSE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO NATURAL RESOURCES,
APPROPRIATIONS -HJ 00085
05/02/77 HOUSE WITHDRAW� FROM NATURAL RESOURCES, APPROPRIATIONS;
WITHDRAWN FROM FURTHER CONSIDERATION -HJ 00399
H 0659 GENERAL B[LL BT NUCKOLLS AND OTHERS
MOBlLE HOMES; PROH[BITS MOBILE HOME PARK FROM DENY[NG OR ABRICGING RIGHT
OF ANY OWNER OF LOT IN PARK TO SELL HIS LOT; RESTRICTS PARK IN
COLLECTION OF FEE FOR SUCH SALE; AUTHORIZES SALE OF LOT WITHOUT PARK'S
PERMISSION UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. AMENDS 83.765. EFFECTIVE DATE:
UPON BECOMING LAW.
03/02/77 HOUSE PREFILED, RF.FERREO TO JUCTCIART
04/05/77 HOUSE lNTRODUCEO, REFERRED TO JUOlClARY -HJ 00085
C�TJNUEO ON NEXT PAGE
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CONSERVATION, APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00304
COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE BY NATURAL RESOURCES ANO
CONSERVATION; NOW REFERRED TO APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00364
EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE APPROPRIATIONS
-SJ 00376
C014M. REPORT: FAVORABLE, PLACED ON CALENDAR BY
APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00462
PLACED ON SPECIAL ORDER CALENCAR -SJ 00570; PASSED;
YEAS 34 NAYS
O -SJ 00602
RECEIVED, PLACED ON CALENDAR -HJ 00905
READ SECOND TIME; READ THIRD TIME; PASSED; YEAS 118
NAYS
O -HPJ 00040
SIGNED BY OFFICERS ANO PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR CHAPTER NO• 77-369

S l.299 GENERAL BILL BY WARE (SIMILAR ENG/H 0651)
MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSES; INCREASES ALLOWABLE BODY LENGTH OF CERTAIN
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES; DEFINES "FIFTH WHEEL RECREATION TRAILER• &
INCLUDES SUCH TRAILER IN DEFINITION OF MOTOR VEHICLES. AMENDS 320.0l.
05/03/77 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION -SJ 00304
05/13/77 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE TRANSPORTATION
-SJ 00387
05/17/77 SENATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE WITH AMEND., PLACED ON CALENDAR
BY TRANSPORTATION -SJ 00428
05/31/77 SENATE IOEN./SIM. HOUSE BILL SUBSTITUTED; LAID ON TABLE UNDER
RULE, IOEN./SIM./COMPARE BILL PASSED, REFER TO H 651
ICH. 77-180) -SJ 00638
S l300 GENERAL BILL BY WILLIAMSON ISlMlLAR H 1863)
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION; SPECIFIES AMOUNT OF ATTORNEY'S FEE TO BE ALLOWED
IN CERTAIN CASES; PROVIDES FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN AWARDING SUCH
FEES & IN INCREASING OR DECREASING FEES SPECIFIED. AMENDS 440.34.
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/77.
05/03/77 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO COMMERCE -SJ 00304
05/17/77 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE COMMERCE -SJ 00404
05/31/77 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTE E COMMERCE -SJ 00622
06/03/77 SENATE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE
S 1301 GENERAL BILL BY THOMAS, J. ANO OTHERS (SIMILAR H 1270, S 1270)
HEALTH & REHAB. SERVICES DEPT.; PROVIDES LEGISLATIVE INTENT; AUTHORIZES
ESTABLISHMENT OF MANAGEMENT FELLOWS PROGRAM; PROVIDES THAT SUCH PROGRAM
SHALL BE DEVELOPED & IMPLEMENTED WITHIN EXISTING RESOURCES. AMENDS
20.19. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/0l/77.
05/03/77 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO HEALTH ANO REHABILITATIVE
SERVICES, APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00304
05/05/77 SENATE COMM. REPORT: FAVORABLE WITH AMEND. BY HEALTH ANO
REHABILITATIVE SERVICES
05/06/77 SENATE NOW REFERRED TO APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00336
05/12/77 SENATE WITHDRAW N FROM APPROPRIATIONS -SJ 00375; PLACED ON
CALENDAR
05/31/77 SENATE IOEN./SlM. HOUSE BILL SUBSTITUTED; LAID ON TABLE UNDER
RULE, IOEN./SIM./COMPARE BILL PASSED, REFER TO H 1270
(CH. 77-2121 -SJ 00636

Ol/Z.l/,77
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S 1302 GENERAL BILL BY EXECUTIVE BUSINESS ANO OTHERS
TAX COLLECTORS; REQUIRES TAX COLLECTOR IN EACH COUNTY TO FILE REPORT
IDENTIFYING EACH UNIT OF GOVERNMENT CREATED BY SPECIAL ACT AFFECTING
COUNTY. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/0l/77.
05/03/77 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO- EXECUTIVE BUSINESS,
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS -SJ 00304
05/18/77 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE BUSINESS
-SJ 00429
06/03/77 SENATE DIEO IN COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE BUSINESS
S 1303 GENERAL BILL BY GORDON (COMPARE H 06551
BEVERAGE LAW; R EMOVES DISTRIBUTOR'S DISCOUNTS FOR COLLECTION OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE TAXES; REPEALS LAW RE BEER DISTRIBUTORS' COLLECTION
CREDIT. AMENDS 565.13; REPEALS 563.07. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/77.
05/03/77 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO FINANCE, TAXATION ANO CLAIMS,
COMMERCE -SJ 00304
05/12/77 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE FINANCE, TAXATION
ANO CLAIMS -SJ 00376
05/25/77 SENATE WITHDRAWN FROM- COMMERCE -SJ 00517; EXTENSION OF TIME
GRANTED COMMITTEE FINANCE, TAXATION ANO CLAIMS
-SJ 00502
06/03/77 SENATE D IED IN COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, TAXATION ANO CLAIMS
S l304 GENERAL BILL BY TOBIASSEN
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS; DEFIN ES •PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING• FOR PURPOSES
OF CHAPTER. AMENDS 471.02. EFFECTIVE DATE: UPON BECOMING LAW.
05/03/77 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY ANO
CONSUMER AFFAIRS -SJ 00305
05/13/77 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY
ANO CONSUMER AFFAIRS -SJ 00387
05/25/77 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY
ANO CONSUMER AFFAIRS -SJ 00502
06/03/77 SENATE DIED IN COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY ANO CONSUMER
AFFAIRS
S 1305 GENERAL BILL BY MACKAY !COMPARE S 0098, H 0323, H 20�6)
PUBLIC OFFICERS & EMPLOYEES; CREATES •ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT ACT OF 1977•;
REVISES PROVISIONS RE SOLICITATION & ACCEPTAN CE OF GIFTS, DOING BUSINESS
WITH ONE'S AGENCY & CONFINING EMPLOYMENT OR CONTRACTUAL RELATIONSHIPS;
PROVIDES CERTAIN DOLLAR LIMITATIONS, ETC. AMENDS CH. 112, ll6 & 839.
EFFECTIVE DATE: Ol/Ol/78.
05/03/71 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO GOVERNMENTAL CPERATIONS
-SJ 00305
05/16/77 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COM�lTTEE GOVERNMENTAL
OPERATIONS -SJ 00396
05/27/77 SENATE EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED COMMITTEE GOVERNMENTAL
OPERATIONS -SJ 00553
06/03/77 SENATE OIEO IN COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
S 1306 GENERAL BILL BY FIRESTO�E
CONSULATES/FOREIGN �ATlONS; EXEMPTS CONSULAR OFFICERS & CONSULAR
EMPLOYEES FROM SALES, RENTAL, USE & STORAGE TAX. AMENOS 212.0B.
EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/77.
05/03/77 SENATE INTRODUCED, REFERREO TO FINANCE, TAXATION ANO CLAIMS
CONTINUED ON N EXT PAGE
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House of Representatives

ORGANIZATION SESSION
and

FIRST REGULAR SESSION
of the
FIFTH LEGISLATURE
[under the Constitution as Revised in 1968]

NOVEMBER 16, 1976
and

APRIL 5 through JUNE 3, 1977
[Including a record of transmittal of Acts subsequent to sine die adjournment]

May 2, 1977
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MR. HODGES IN THE CHAIR

THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE IN THE CHAIR

HB 2155-A bill to be entitled An act relating to land
boundaries and platting; amending 8. 177.071(1)(c), Florida
Statutes, 1976 Supplement, providing for mutual acceptance of
only one plat by governing bodies when a plat lies within more
than one boundary; providing an effective date.
-was read the second time by title.

BB 2156-A bill to be entitled An act relating to landlord
and tenant; amending s. 83.49(4), Florida Statutes, 1976 Sup
plement, providing that Florida's security deposit or advance
rent law governing landlords and tenants shall not apply to
federally financed, administered, or regulated housing assist
ance programs; providing an effective date.
-was read the second time by title.

Representative Black offered the following amendment:
Amendment 1-On page 1, line 31, insert: (2) Any provision
in a county charter, or in a code of ordinances of a charter
county, which is inconsistent with anything contained in this
section shall prevail in that charter county to the extent of
any such inconsistency.
Mr. Black moved the adoption of the amendment, which was
adopted.
Representative Black offered the following amendment:
Amendment 2-On page 1, lines 11 and 12, strike "of section
177.071, Florida Statutes, 1976 Supplement, is" and insert:
and subsection (2) of section 177.071, Florida Statutes, 1976
Supplement, are
Mr. Black moved the adoption of the amendment, which was
adopted.
Representative Black offered the following title amendment:
Amendment 3--0n page 1, strike all of lines 3-6 and insert:
platting; amending s. 177.071 (1) (c) and (2), Florida Statutes,
1976 Supplement, relating to approval of plats; providing for
mutual acceptance of only one plat by governing bodies when a
plat lies within more than one boundary; providing for charter
county
control through ordinance;
.
.
Mr. Black moved the adoption of the amendment, which was
adopted.
Under Rule 8.19, the bill was referred to the Engrossing
Clerk.
BB 651-A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor ve
hicle licenses; amendinlf s. 820.01(1)(b), Florida Statutes,
1976 Supplement, increasing the allowable body length of cer
tain recreational vehicles; providing an effective date.
-was read the second time by title.
The Committee on Transportation offered the following
amendment:
Amendment 1-0n page 2, line 14, insert a new subsection:
6. "Fifth Wheel Recreation Trailer:" A vehicular portable unit
mounted on wheels of such size or weight as not to require
special highway movement permits. It is primarily designed and
constructed to provide temporary living quarters for recreation,
camping or travel use and designed to be connected for towing
through the use of a fifth wheel device. It is of a length and
width not exceeding the limitations provided in s. 316.196, as the
same may be hereafter amended.
Mr. Mann moved the adoption of the amendment, which was
adopted.
The Committee on Transportation offered the following title
amendment:
Amendment 2-On page 1, strike all of lines 1 thru 6 and
insert: A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor vehicle
licenses; amending and adding a new subsection 5. to s. 320.01
(1) (b), Florida Statutes, 1976 Supplement, increasing the allow
able body length of certain recreational vehicles; providing a
definition of "fifth wheel recreation trailer"; providing an ef
fective date.
Mr. Mann moved the adoption of the amendment, which was
adopted.
Under Rule 8.19, the bill was referred to the Engrossing
Clerk.

Representatives Becker and Steinberg offered the following
amendment:
Amendment I-On page 1, line 11, strike the enacting clause.
Mr. Becker moved the adoption of the amendment. Pending
consideration thereof, Mr. Craig moved to lay the amendment
on the table which was not agreed to.
The question recurred on Amendment 1, and without objection,
further consideration of HB 2156 was temporarily deferred.
BB 330-A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Depart
ment of Health and Rehabilitative Services; requiring notifi
cation of certain persons whenever any involuntarily committed
mentally disordered person escapes from any state institution;
providing an effective date.
-was read the second time by title and, under Rule 8.19,
referred to the Engrossing Clerk.
BB 2160-A bill to be entitled An act relating to autopsies;
amending 8. 872.04, Florida Statutes, defining "autopsy"; pro
viding conditions under which consent is required and methods
by which it may be given; providing an effective date.
-was read the second time by title and, under Rule 8.19,
referred to the Engrossing Clerk.
BB 680-A bill to be entitled An act relatinir to attorney's
fees; amending a. 69.46, Florida Statutes; providing that In the
absence of expressed contrary intent, �rovisions of statute or
contract for the payment of attorney s fees be construed to
include the payment of such fees on appeal; conforming pro
visions of said section to the rules adopted by the Supreme
Court for practice and procedure; providing an effective date.
-was read the second time by title.
Representative Melvin offered the following amendment:
Amendment 1-0n page 1, strike all of lines 17-21 and
insert: (1) In the absence of an expressed contrary intent, any
provision of statute or contract entered into after October 1,
1977, providing for the payment of attorney's fees to the pre
vailing party, shall be construed to include the payment of
attorney's fees, accountant fees, public relations fees, secre
tarial fees, and any and all other fees so assessed, to the
prevailing party on appeal.
Mr. Melvin moved the adoption of the amendment. Pending
consideration thereofMr. Woodruff raised the point of order that the amendment
went beyond the scope of the statute addressed by the bill,
which deals only with attorneys' fees, and therefore would be
out of order. Pending further consideration, without objection,
the amendment and the point of order were withdrawn and,
under Rule 8.19, the bill was referred to the Engrossing
Clerk.
By the Committee on Judiciary and Representatives Langley,
Cox, Neal, Woodruff, O'Malley, Healey, Patchett; Becker,
Ewing, Evans, Margolis, Bloom, Mann, Crenshaw, Cherry,
Gustafson, Kiser, McDonald, Lehman, Hazelton, Easley, Warner,
Danson, Kutun, Sheldon, Hazouri, Mica, Fox, Kershaw, Richard,
Davis, Gordon, Maxwell, Kirkwood, Lockward, Carlton, Young,
Grizzle, Hattaway, Adams, Hieber, Sample, Eckhart, Burrall,
T. Lewis, Hawkins, Pajcic, Girardeau, Steinberg, Jennings,
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RE:

Rep. Mann
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Fred Jones

Legislative Intent

Due to increased judicial emphasis on "legislative intent,"
the Speaker's Office has suggested that such intent be obtained
.on each bill being considered. Because "intent- can best be
explained by the author and introducer of a bill, I am asking
each Member to provide this (in a short paragraph) for the.
House's records.
It will be necessary to have this returned to me before your
bill can be considered by the committee.

Bill No.

651
----

STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT:
It is the intent of the Legislature to
provide definitions of motor vehicles which are compatible with the manufacturers'
specifications. Travel trailers are manufactured up to a length of 35 feet, but due
to the present definition in Statute, travel trailers over 32 feet must be registered
as mobile homes even though they are designed for only temporary living. This
presents zoning problems in various Florida counties which require a minimum lot
size for mol:il e homes which is greater than that for a travel trailer. Owners of
genuine travel trailers over 32 feet in length, therefore, are being denied the
services which are provided and intended for a travel trailer, and at the same time,
do not require the services intended for mobile homes.

( l'l1•aHt� ti Ht'

Thi•

ly1wwrih-r l

Commillr1· on

tU (I) f1IUJ

Tra.ns12_ortation

HB
offered the following amendment:

On page ___...___

SB -----

TITLE

line_l_____J:hrJ.I 6

651

• strike

all of lines�l thru 6

..,

and insert the following:

A bill to be en�titled
An act relating to motor vehicle licenses; amending and adding a new
subsection s. to s. 320.01(1) (6), Florida Statutes, 1976 Supplement,
increasing the allowable body length of certain recreational vehicles;
providing a definition of "fifth
an effective date.
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A NEW SUBSECTION

"Fifth Wheel Recreation Trailer:" A vehicular portable unit

mounted on wheels of such size or weight as not to�equi���special
highway movement permits.
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This bill amends the current definition of
"'rravel Trailer" to extend the maximum body length of
such vehicles from 32 feet to 35 feet; creates definition
for II fifth ,·ihf�Co 1 Re c1_-,�" !·.ion r;•c �l i. l�r ''. pr,: �,21:·v·.i_ :,;! l.he
lsr10�.· h/widLol-t r-2quiJ:{::;,·•-��:1t:; of �;'-�ct:ion 316 .196 io,:- i;udl
ve:1icle.
I I.

PVRPO=;E:

A.

Pre�;cn t.:. Situu.tioa:

,., .. -· 1.. cr
·' "
..- •; . .-:,,_.J o,.:...u,,·j
" ·~ "'i'-··
.,,,·1
•.. :.
1..l·o,
. .,l .LOL
.,.1.u,l
.. _ .1.ra.1.
S·,LCl.1.C.l
..
3')0
, . • 0·1-- c·,)
··. P~O,.L,.
to be a vehicle: with boc.1y lcn0Lh o:c not r,1ore tha.n 32 feet.
l. •

B.

...,,.

F�[.(r�t;L

,C-

c,�1

--

T'1 ,:·��;:2:i·!:.:

',-, ,-.:

��i.t-.u_.·t�.!.(:•·�:

The bill extends th�! body J.cit'::J L.h of .:.i "Travel 'J.'railer"
from 32 feet to 35 feet. The new definjtion created for
"Fifth lvheel Recreation Trailer" brings such vehicles
within the definition of a recreational type vehicle of
the motor vehicles classification.
The bill preserves the width and length limitations in
S2ction 316.196.
III.

ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS:
Economic Impact YES:

IV.

NO: X

cm-'IM.ENTS:

Technical errors - The bill contu.ins no effective date.

COM.t"1ITTEE ACTION: 1. Favorable
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2.

with l arrendment

3.

Amenc1. or CS Attached
Subject: Length of certain
Recreational Vchicler,.

ill No. and Sponsor:
SD 1299 Senator Ware
REFERENCES:
I.

II.

(1) Tran spor tation

BILL SUMM.l\RY:
as-amend ed
This bilJ/amends the current definition of
"Travel '.!'railer" to extend the maximwn body length of
such vehicle s from 32 f eet to 35 feet; creates definition
for "fifth wheel Recreation Trailer". preserving the
length/width requirements of Section 316.196 for such
vehicle.
PURPOSE:

A.

Present Situation:

Section 320.01 (1) provides definition for ''Travel Trailer"
to be a vehicle with body length of not more than 32 feet.
D.

Effect on Present Situation:

The bill extends the b�K1y length of a Trc1vcl Trailer"
from 32 feet to 35 feet. The new definition created for
"Fifth lvheel Recreation Trailer" brings such vehicles
within th e definition of a recreational type vehicle of
the motor vehicles classification.
11

The bill preserves the width and length limita tions in
Section 316.196.
III • . ECONOMIC CONSIDER.t"\TION�,:

Economic Impact YES:
IV.

NO: X

CO.t,,.J1ENTS:

J'.\)118nr'Jrnent adres sing the ef fective date was adopted.
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(:_HAPTER 77-179

6 65.381
Investment in loans.-- Every savings association shall
have power to invest in loans and other investments as follows:

( 4)
IMPROVEMENT LOANS.--Property improvement loans made pursuant
t o the provisions of any title of the National Housing Act, and,
subject to any limitation as to maximum loan amount which may be
prescribed by the department for all associations, other loans,
secured or unsecured, to home owners and other property owners for
the maintenance, repair, alteration, modernization, landscaping,
improvement, including new construction, furnishing or equipment of
t heir properties, at an interest rate not exceeding 14 percent simple
interest per annum. Such interest shall not be precomputed;
(5) MOBILE HOME LOANS.--Loans made for the purpose of mobile home
financing, subject to any limitation as to maximum loan amount which
may be prescribed by the department for all associations, at an
interest rate not exceeding 14 percent simple interest per annum.
Such interest shall not be precomputed. For the purposes of this
subsection "mobile home" shall mean a movable accommodation used or
designed for use as living quarters;
Section 2.
This act shall apply only
subsequent to the effective date of this act.
Section 3.

to

loans

made on or

This act shall take effect July 1, 1977.

Approved by the Governor June 10, 1977.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 10, 1977.
CHAPTER 77-180
House Bill No. 651
AN

ACT relating to motor vehicle licenses; amending and
adding a new subsection 5. to s. 320.01(1) (b), Florida
Statutes, 1976 Supplement, increasing the allowable
body length of certain recreational vehicles; providing
a definition of "fifth wheel recreation trailer";
providing an effective date.

B e It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1.
Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 320.01.
Florida Statutes, 1976 Supplement, is amended to read:
320.01
Definitions, general.--In construing these statutes, when
applied to motor vehicles, and when the context permits� the word,
p hrase, or term:
(1)

"Motor vehicle" includes:

( b)
Recreational
vehicle-type units primarily designed as
temporary living quarters for recreational, ca�ping, or travel us e,
w hich either have their own motive power or are mounted on or drawn
by another vehicle. As defined below, the basic entities are:
1.
"Travel trailer:" A vehicular portable unit, mounted on
w heels, of such a size or weight as not to require special highwaY
1078
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�Ovement permits when drawn by a motorized
vehicle. It is primarily
designed and consttucted to provide temporary
recreational; camping, or travel use. It is living quarters for
of a body width of no
more than 8 feet and a body length of no more
than 35 3� feet when
factory-equipped for the road.

2. "Camping trailer:• A vehicular porta
ble unit mounted on wheels
and constructed with collapsible partial sidew
alls which fold for
towing by another vehicle and unfold
temporary living quarters for recreational, at the campsite to provide
camping, or travel use.
3.
"Truck tamper:• A portable unit, designed
to be loaded onto,
or affixed to, the bed or chassis of a truck
temporary living quarters for recreational,, constructed to provide
Truck campers are portable units designed to camping, or travel use.
chassis and constructed to provide tempo be affixed to a truck
rary living quarters for
recreational, travel, or camping use.

4. "Motor home:" A vehicular unit
on a self-propelled motor
Tehicle chassis, primarily designed built
to provide temporary living
quarters for recreational, camping, or trave
l use.

5.
"Fifth Wheel Recreation Trailer:"
■ounted on wheels of such si�e or weight as A vehicular portable unit
not
require special
hi ·hwa
movement ermits. It is rimaril. desito
ned and constructed
to rov1 e tern orar
1v1n
uarters
recreation
cam 1n
or
travel use and designed to be connected or towing
through the use of
a fifth wheel device. It is of a len th for
and
width
not
exceedin
the
1m1tat1ons prov1 e
1n s.
as t e same may e erea ter
a.mended.
Section 2.

This act shall take effect July 1, 1977.

Approved by the Governor June 10, 1977.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 10; 1977.
CHAPTER 77-181
AN

House Bill No. 1531
ACT
relating to saltwater fisheries; amending s.
370.061(1), Florida Statutes, relating to confiscation
of property and products; providing that seizure by the
court of property and products shall be permissive;
providing that forfeiture to the Division of Marine
Resources by the court of property and products shall
be permissive; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1.
Subsection (1) of section 370.061, Florida Statutes,
ia amended to read:
370.061

Confiscation of property and products.--

(1)
CONFISCATION;
PROCEDURE.--In all cases of arrest and
Conviction for the illegal taking, or attempted taking, sale,
Possession or transportation of saltwater fish or other saltwater
1079
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This bill is designed to allow the sale and use of

larger travel trailers primarily those utilizing a fifth wheel arrangement.

DISCUSSION (STATUTES, INTENT, etc.)
Amends s. 320.01(1) (b}l., to increase the body length of travel
trailers from 32 to 35 feet.

This would allow Florida recreational vehicle dealers to sell
EFFECT:
"fifth wheel" travel trailers and would legalize those being brought
into the state by tourists, construction workers, etc.
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